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ABSTRACT:

The Arab and Iraqi writer adopts, in particular, beliefs, concepts and opinions that
she strives to employ within her literary production at the level of themes and artistic
construction, striving to resist the prevailing literary norms, which necessitates the
formation of new and different norms, and this is what modern criticism sees, women's
writing is an attempt to break The dominant nature of the dominant theories of
masculinity.

The Arab writer takes herself as the main focus of her literary production. She proceeds
from herself to other worlds in order to strengthen them, not from the theories, laws and
customary literary norms, and in that Muhammad Mutasim says, “Women do not tend
to imitate, to adhere to the standards and limits regulating the literary race, in form and
content, for the woman writer proceeds from herself, not from standards.”.

Among the forms of narrative heterogeneity is the intensification of the presence of the
active woman’s personality in the fictional text as a writer, narrator and personality, and
her positioning at the center of the literary work in exchange for the fading or fading of
the man’s voice, and other narrative techniques that announce the violation of
masculine literary norms.

The modern Arab and Iraqi women’s narrative seeks to intensify the production of
female characters and place them at the center of the literary text, in application of the
ideological thought that sees that the presence of women in the narration is compatible
with its nature, as the producer is a woman, loaded with experience that allows her to
present a presentation emanating from her experience and her being. It thus resorts to
excluding the man from the center of literary work, and stripping him of the heroic roles
that were limited to him in the traditional narrative.

Shadia Kenawy explains the writers’ adoption of this technique as an attempt to reverse
the image of reality within the literary work, saying: “Many examples of Arab women’s
writings are characterized by the faintness and silence of men in them. In contrast to the
writers’ interest in the female character, that character is actually marginalized and
silenced. This is due to an attempt to Inverting the image of reality in a literary work.
Modern literary studies consider the presence of the female character at the center of the
narrative text one of the most prominent features of modern women’s literature, which
seeks to exclude concepts that do not give women the right to participate in the
centrality of literary works and push them to the margins.

The celebration of the women’s narrative with the woman’s personality as a narrator
and her position at the center of the text is linked to the main axis from which it
proceeds in its narration, which is the axis of the female self that makes it at the top of
its priorities. The character has a prominent place in narrative works because the
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character is what “distinguishes narrative works from other genres of literature. It is the
one who accomplishes the event, and it is the one who plays the role of perpetuating the
conflict or activating it through its behavior, whims and emotions, and it is the one who
permeates the place, and it is the one who interacts with time and gives it A new
meaning, which adapts and deals with time in its three most important aspects: the past,
the present and the future.

This is what we will work on clarifying in our research through the narrator’s part in the
Iragi women’s novel and the importance of the female narrator in enhancing her
presence in the narrative body, through three axes distributed between the narrator’s
styles between dominant, participant and alternate.

Keywords: women's novel, narrators, single narrator, multi-narrator novel.
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